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These recordings are something of a time capsule, 
representing two creative periods in my mid-20s. There are 
two recording sessions represented here—one in December 
2005 and the other in August 2008.

The 2005 session features two tunes for small big band and 
one for septet, and was recorded at what has become one 
of my homes away from home: Minimum Wage Recording, 
in Church Hill. My friend and musical collaborator Trey 
Pollard and I co-led the session, with the goal of recording 
music that blended genres and allowed for the freedom and 
honesty that is such a distinct trait of our musical family here 
in Richmond, VA (RVA). The musicians were all members of 
Devil’s Workshop, and the free improvised piano solo section 
in Trey’s “Untitled” exemplifies the loose nature of that 
band’s process.

The 2008 session consisted of two compositions of mine for 
17-piece jazz orchestra and was recorded at In Your Ear by 
Carlos Chafin. My composition and arranging teacher/mentor 
Doug Richards co-produced the session, while I conducted 
the ensemble.

Both of these sessions were recorded live in the studio, with 
all the musicians in one room, in the tradition of the great big 
band albums I grew up listening to.

As I listen back to these recordings now in 2018, I can vividly 
recall the creative space I was in during each session, however I 
feel quite removed from who I was as a person. In 2005 I was 
not yet married, and was working through a frustrating period 
in my development as a trumpeter. At that time I began to 
focus my artistic energy on composing and arranging. The title 
of the tune “What Do You Think of Me?” pretty much sums up 
the uncertainty I felt at that time.

The 2008 session shows quite a bit more polish and “craft” in 
the compositions and arrangements, and the happy vibe and 
title of the piece “Shine” show how much of a difference two-
and-a-half years can make on a person. These two pieces 
were composed and arranged while I was the full-time caregiver 
for my infant daughter. I fondly remember generating ideas for 
the compositions while pushing a stroller through the Fan 
District, only to put pencil to paper (or cursor to digital score) 
while my baby daughter napped.

Life, as they say, got in the way, so between three years 
in doctoral school, the birth of another daughter, regular touring, 
leading music at my church, and now a full-time university 
teaching position, I never felt the urgency or the proper outlet to 
release these recordings. But the time has finally come to tie up 
these “loose ends” and send this out into the world. I have new 
music forthcoming, so I’m happy to finally clear the queue and 
share these pieces.

Taylor Barnett, May 2018



SeSSion 1: December 2005
Tracking, Mixing, and Mastering by Lance Koehler
at Minimum Wage Recording

1 “What Do You Think of Me?”
2 “Untitled” by Trey Pollard

Terri Simpson: vocals†

Taylor Barnett: trumpet
Rex Richardson: trumpet/flugelhorn 
Venessa Lòpez: flute† 
JC Kuhl: tenor saxophone
John Winn: bass clarinet
Sam Savage: trombone
Reggie Pace: trombone
Daniel Clarke: keyboard
Trey Pollard: guitar
Matt Hall: bass
Brian Jones: drums

†“What Do You Think of Me?” only

3 “Bartalk”

Taylor Barnett: trumpet
Rex Richardson: flugelhorn
JC Kuhl: tenor saxophone
John Winn: bass clarinet
Daniel Clarke: keyboard
Trey Pollard: guitar
Matt Hall: bass

SeSSion 2: AuguSt 2008
Tracking and Mixing by Carlos Chafin at In Your Ear 
Mastering by Lance Koehler at Minimum Wage Recording

4 “Growing Apart Together”
5 “Shine”

Woodwinds
Keith Hanlon: piccolo flute‡

Rick Rieger: alto and baritone saxophones 
John Winn: alto saxophone, bass clarinet 
Jason Scott: alto saxophoneπ

JC Kuhl: tenor saxophone (solo)
Kevin Simpson: tenor saxophone

‡ “Shine” only
π“Growing Apart Together” only

Trumpets
Rob Quallich (lead)
Rex Richardson
John D’earth (solo) 
Marcus Tenney

Trombones
Bryan Hooten
Toby Whitaker
Nathaniel Lee
Reginald Chapman (bass trombone)

Rhythm
Ryan Corbitt: piano
Trey Pollard: guitar
Randall Pharr: bass
Brian Jones: drums
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1 What Do You Think of Me? (Barnett)

2 Untitled (Pollard)

3 Bartalk (Barnett)

4 Growing Apart Together (Barnett)

5 Shine (Barnett)

DECEMBER 2005 AUGUST 2008

This music is dedicated to my wife, Tiffanie Chan.




